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'NEWSLETTER

THE ORTHODOX CHRONICLES

December
7th - Second Sunday of Advent (Peace) - Matthew 3:1—12 & Malachi 3:1-6
14th - Third Sunday of Advent (Joy) - Luke 1:39—-55 & Isaiah 61:1-4, 8—11
21st - Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) - Luke 1:57—80 & Psalm 89:1—-4,19—26
28th - First Sunday after Christmas - Luke 2:22—-40 & Psalm 148

Church Calendar

Choir Practice, Wednesdays 7 pm

Tuesday, December 2nd & 16™ - Intentional Discussions 7 pm in Parlor
Sunday, December 21st - Blue Christmas Service 7 pm in the Parlor
Wednsday, December 24™ - Christmas Eve Service 4:30 pm
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Sunday December 21st @ 10 am
The Congregational Church of Mansfield

Join us this Advent

Novembr 30" - Vigilant Hope

December 7" - Prophetic Peace

December 14" - Unexpected Joy

December 21% - Children’s Christmas Pageant @ 10 am

December 21* - Blue Christmas Merciful Love @ 7 pm

December 24" - Christmas Eve Service @ 4:30 pm Embodied Promise

2/7



DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Rl

Fall Intentional Discussions - 1 Samuel

Join us as we journey through the powerful stories in 1 Samuel, a book filled
with courage, calling, and God's hand at work in the lives of unlikely people.

INTENTIONAL DISCUSSIONS ‘!

1
iy JOIN US AS WE COME TOGETHER FOR A TIME OF
INTENTIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE BOOK OF 1ST SAMUEL

SEPTEMBER 16™ &30™
OCTOBER 7" 421"
NOVEMBER 4™ ¢718™
DECEMBER 2" AND 16™

New Members Class
If you are interested participating in the January New Members class,
please contact Pastor Marissa - pastor.marissa@occmansfield.org
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Pastor Marissa Rapoza

Advent invites us to remember that God’s story is a family story, one in which we are not
spectators but kin. In Jesus, God draws near not as a distant ruler but as a brother, a
companion, and a guide. Each week of Advent whispers a truth about what it means to belong
to this divine family, and each theme becomes an act of holy will, something we choose,
cultivate, and carry together.

The Will to Dream

Before the angels sang, before the star rose, there was a dream in God’s heart, creation
renewed, humanity restored, love embodied. Advent asks us to will ourselves into God’s
dream again. To dream is to trust that what God imagines is more real than what we fear. As
kin of God, we dare to see beyond what is broken and envision what could be made whole.

The Will to Hope

Hope is the quiet courage to wait with expectation. It is not wishful thinking but familial
trust, the belief that the One who loves us has not forgotten us. In God’s household, hope is
an inheritance passed down through generations. Advent hope keeps us rooted in the
promise that light is already on its way.

The Will to Peace

God’s peace is not the absence of conflict but the presence of connection. It is the peace Jesus
breathed on His friends, a peace shaped by belonging. As members of God’s kinship circle, we
are called to will peace into our relationships, our communities, and our world. Advent peace
asks us to speak gently, listen deeply, and reconcile boldly.

The Will to Joy

Joy arrives not because life is easy, but because God is near. It is the laughter of shared life,
the warmth of being known, the music of hope taking root. Joy is the family song of God’s
people. To will joy is to choose gratitude, to celebrate small mercies, and to remember that
love has a habit of surprising us.

The Will to Love

Love is the heartbeat of God’s kinship. Advent leads us to the manger, the place where God’s
love becomes touchable, vulnerable, and open-armed. When we will love, we participate in
God’s very nature. We choose compassion over indifference, generosity over scarcity,
presence over distance. Love binds us to God and to one another.
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Emma Ceurvels, Music Director

it’s my FAVORITE time of year to make music at the OCC! I love hearing
the choir sing some of our favorite Christmas hymns and I am excited
about the new Advent music we are busy preparing! The new music was
purchased with funds from the Lemley Fund, which we are very
grateful to have.

Advent is a GREAT time to join the choir, even for just a few weeks.
Come sing some favorite familiar tunes with us and enjoy some great
company and laughs!

In coming weeks, you’ll hear Liisa Niemi play some beautiful music on
the oboe, the handbell choir perform on December 21%, and even some
guest appearances from some other favorite musicians in our
congregation.

If you have a favorite Christmas hymn that you’d love for us to sing,
please send me an email at office@occmansfield.org and we will be sure
to include it in an upcoming service.

Love,
Emma
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Sunday School/Children’s Ministry

Sunday School Schedule

December 7: Communion / Intergenerational Sunday — No Sunday School
December 14: Sunday School

December 21: Christmas Pageant — No Sunday School

December 28: No Sunday School

Hello Families,

In addition to regular lessons, we’ll also be working on the Christmas Pageant
over the next few weeks. Our Children’s Christmas Pageant is one of our favorite
Sundays during the Advent season. We look forward to you joining us on
December 21* for the retelling of Jesus’ birth, laughter, and fellowship.

We are always looking for Sunday School volunteers. As a reminder we do need 2
background checked adult volunteers for Sunday School classes to run. We ask
that families who have children attending please contact Meghan to fill out the
background check paperwork and consider volunteering. Volunteers don't need
to plan any classes (unless they would like to) and just need to join us for the
Sunday School class and assist the kids with the activities.

Volunteers can sign up to assist with Sunday School on the Sunday Extras tab of
the Worship Assistant sign up sheet.

Meghan Rego
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Church Council and Ministry Leaders

Council Deacons
Moderator - Peter Ham Chair - Eric Greenberg
Treasurer - Kim Greenberg Nate Adkins
Clerk - Rick Haines Kerrie Schlager
Deb Svenson
Dick Kelsay
Parish Relations Team Ministry Leaders
Co-Chair - John Partridge Christian Ed. - Meghan Rego
Co-Chair - Peter Ham Hospitality - Annie Schwehm
Laurie Geminiani Prayer Team - Mary Hourigan
Krista Young Missions - Dick Kelsay and Kathy Haursh
Will Reynolds

Kerrie Schlager

Trustees Staff
Nicole Reynolds Office Administrator - Emma Ceurvels
Carol Ham office@occmansfield.org
Dick Kelsay Sexton - Ed O’Connell

Electronic Ways to Give
QR Code (paypal)

E-Giving (forms in office)

The Congregational Church of Mansfield
An Open and Affirming United Church of Christ Congregation 7/7



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hqTYW01Hm93N6WvipvBH1DIHvERD3JTD/view?usp=sharing

Leadership Communication

As we move through this new program year, we are aiming to provide
streamlined communication for the congregation to our leadership team.
Please refer to the following contact information if you need to contact a
member of our leadership team.

Leadership Preferred Method of Communication
Contact information Update

Pastor Marissa Rapoza - pastor.marissa@occmansfield.org or
508-207-7803 (cell)

Office Admin/Music Director, Emma Ceurvels - office@occmansfield.org

To schedule an event at the church, order flowers for the communion table, sign up for coffee hour, and
anything music related, please contact Emma using the office email to ensure all information is in one
place.

Council Officers

Church Moderator, Peter Ham - peterwham@comcast.net
Treasurer, Kim Greenberg - kim.greenbergi2@gmail.com
Clerk, Rick Haines - jalama23@gmail.com

Ministry Leadership

Head Deacon, Eric Greenberg - greenberg.ericl101@gmail.com

PRT Co-Leader, John Partridge - partridge_ john@wheatoncollege.edu 508-243-0019 (cell)
Prayer Team, Mary Hourigan - Omahourigan@yahoo.com

Sunday School, Meghan Rego - meghanrego233@yahoo.com

Hospitality, Annie Schwehm - annieschwehm@gmail.com

Trustees
For all building related issues, please contact a trustee

Carol Sosman Ham - Sosham@comcast.net 774-266-6220 (cell)
Nicole Reynolds - 508-951-2036 (cell)
Dick Kelsay - dickkelsay@yahoo.com


mailto:peterwham@comcast.net
mailto:partridge_john@wheatoncollege.edu
mailto:Omahourigan@yahoo.com
mailto:meghanrego233@yahoo.com
mailto:Sosham@comcast.net

